
Jacksonville Gem and Mineral Society 
6653 Powers Ave, Suite 132 
Jacksonville, Florida 32217 

Buy, Use & Save 
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JGMS Website: http://www.jaxgemandmineral.org/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



AFFILIATED WITH 

WINNER- 
SFMS 
Small 
Bulletin 
1st Place 
2001, 2006 
2nd Place 
1999, 2000, 
2003 
 
 AFMS 
Honorable 
Mention 
1999, 2001, 
2003 
4th Place 
2006 

Purpose: The purpose and objective of this corporation is to stimulate interest in rocks and minerals for furtherance of the activities of the 
members of this society in the earth sciences; to disseminate knowledge, methods and procedures for the collection, identification, cutting, 
polishing, setting and mounting of specimens for these activities: to promote good fellowship, proper ethics and conduct in the relationship of 
the members with each other and with the members of other Earth science societies in pursuit of these activities. 
 

Officers and Committee Members of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. or American Federation: 
Jim Robinson SFMS Past President, Canceled Stamp Chairman, Past AFMS Regional Vice President, Past AFMS President 
David Tuttle SFMS Past President, Mayo Education Foundation Past Director, Past AFMS Rock Hound of the Year Chair 
Barbara Tuttle Mayo Education Foundation Past Director. David & Barbra, Directors of Wild Acres 2005 SFMS Weeks 
Dianne Johnson SFMS Uniform Rules Committee Chair 2006, 2007, 2008 
Ed Johnson SFMS Bulletin Contest chair 2007, 2008 
 

Bring canceled stamps to the meetings to support the Federation program providing scholarships to Federation workshops at William Holland 
in Young Harris, Georgia, or at Wild Acres in North Carolina. For every 100 stamps, your name goes into a drawing for a chance to win a 
scholarship. 
Working at club function earns points toward a chance to win a scholarship to William Holland, Stewart and Shirley Roberts Award is for 
JGMS members with less than 2 years membership. The Bill and Maurine Meadows Award is for JGMS members with over 2 years 
membership. 

 

 
2008 Officers 

    President  Jason Hamilton 786-7605 jasons.designs@comcast.net 
    Vice President        Tom Frame  737-9867 tomframe@comcast.net 
    Secretary  Mary Lou Roberts 307-3368  

Treasurer        Harriet Rose         509-3346  RosebiltInc@aol.com  
Director (2008)      Cheryl Ashley         731-8180         ceashley@bellsouth.net  
Director (2009)      Earl Carlson         783-4602 
Director (2010)      Mickey Cecil         725-6198         helpcecilhelp@juno.com 

 

2008 Committee Chairpersons 
Membership  Amy Johnson  262-5458 aartworks@earthlink.net 

Library  Lynn Hoffman  923-9525 Lkh0660@aol.com 
Fair & Exhibits Craig Hamilton 731-1287 chshell43@bellsouth.net 
Club Show  Tom Frame  737-9867 tomframe@comcast.net 
Building Committee Harriet Rose  509-3346 RosebiltInc@aol.com 
Social Concerns Mary Lou Roberts 307-3368 
Field Trips  Mickey Cecil  725-6198 helpcecilhelp@juno.com 
Publications  Emily Rose  509-3344 emilyleyrose@gmail.com 

     Programs       Cheryl Ashley      731-8180      ceashley@bellsouth.net 
     Federation Liaison      Jason Hamilton      786-7605   jasons.designs@comcast.net 
     Education       Jacki Jordan   (352)494-8501jacki@everything-jewelry.com 

     Workshop       Doug Kryszak      924-3911      dougjax@yahoo.com 
     Refreshments      Karyn Bee       282-9275     webee7@aol.com 
    Scholarship Awards     Linn Dew       221-8477      linndew@aol.com 

    Canceled Stamps      Jacki Jordan (352)494-8501 jacki@everything-jewelry.com 

    Youth Activities      Amy Ellis       710-3316 notthenice1@bellsouth.net 
    Web Master       Mickey Cecil      725-6198 helpcecilhelp@juno.com 
 
Mailing address:   Meeting Place: First Thursday of every month 
JGMS     Riverside Avenue Christian Church 
6653 Powers Ave, Suite 132  2841 Riverside Avenue 
Jacksonville, FL 32217   Jacksonville, FL 32205 

 
Dues: $20.00/yr Individual $30.00/yr Family 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jacksonville Gem & Mineral Society 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 I hope everyone enjoyed the program on 
Field trip safety and ethics. Mickey Cecil has a 
wealth of knowledge on how to ensure you have a 
successful and enjoyable field trip experience. You 
can look forward to another presentation on Field 
Trip Safety in March of 09'. 
       There are three special events happening this 
month. First is the Open house at the JGMS Work 
shop on Saturday April 5 from 10-2. This is an 
excellent opportunity for you to bring your friends 
and relatives to the workshop and to show how you 
do what you do. There will be snacks and 
refreshments as well as gifts for the kids. The large 
saw will be going, so if you have big rocks that 
need to be cut, bring'em. For more information see 
the flyer on the JGMS Website. 
       Next is Junior Day 08' at the JGMS Work Shop 
on April 19 from 10-2. Last year we had a lot of fun 
and it was a great success. There were five 45min 
stations that the juniors got to experience with 
snacks, drinks and door prizes during each break. 
At the end of Junior Day each junior was presented 
with a very nice specimen box. This year it's pretty 
much the same schedule but with a few different 
activities and a different prize at the end of the day. 
We hope all the juniors will be able to attend. For 
more information see the flyer in this news letter as 
well as on our website, or contact Youth Activities 
Committee Chairman Amy Ellis. 
       Last is the special four day field trip that 
Mickey Cecil has put together for April 24-27. This 
is in conjunction with the Graves Mountain dig 
running during the same time. The official sign up 
is around 28 people. So this would be one of the 
largest JGMS member turnouts in many years. For 
more information contact Committee Field trip 
Chairman Mickey Cecil listed on the inside cover. 
Respectfully 
Jason Hamilton 
 

INDEX 
Page 2 Minutes of April Meeting  
Page 3 Thanks to Teachers and Membership  
Page 4 Field Trip News, Mineral of the Month  
Page 5 DMC April Fieldtrip  
Page 6 Junior Day  
Page 7 DMC May Fieldtrip 
Page 8 Calendar 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EDITORS PEBBLES 

 

Giant Backyard Rock Sale!!! 
 

 Mary Chambliss is selling her huge 
collection of rocks.  These rocks were collected by 
her and Charlie Broome over many years from all 
over the country.   
  
When:     Saturday, April 12, 2008 10:00am-4:00pm 
Where:    2452 Holly Point Rd. E., Orange Park, FL 
 32073 

Cost:     Up to $2.00/lb depending on quantity and 
 quality 
Contact:   Mickey Cecil   904-725-6198 
 mc@thefossilgeode.com 

 
There are large quantities of petrified woods, 
agatized coral, and Florida calcite.  Other items 
include quartz crystals and clusters, large almandine 
garnets, fossils, geodes as well as agates and jaspers 
and other desirable lapidary rough.  Many of these 
range from golf ball to beach ball in size.  Bring 
gloves and containers. 
 
 The February 2008 Minutes have been 
misplaced and will not be in this newsletter. If and 
when they are recovered, they will be posted in the 
newsletter. 
 
Please send any submissions to my email.  All are 
welcome to participate in our newsletter. 
 
Have a great month! 
Emily Rose 
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MINUTES OF THE APRIL ’08 MEETING 
 
 The monthly meeting of the Jacksonville Gem and Mineral Society was held at the Riverside Christian Church, 2811 
Riverside Ave., Jacksonville, Florida on April 3, 2008. President Jason Hamilton opened the meeting at 7:33 pm. He welcomed 4 
guests. There were 61 members and 11 juniors present. Cody led us in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
MINUTES: The minutes were accepted as presented in the newsletter after one request for the February minutes to be made available, 
as they were not included in the last newsletter, seconded and approved. 
TREASURER’S REPORT: (Harriet Rose) Gave update on funds raised at silent auction ($1015.85) and status of accounts. 
YOUTH ACTIVITIES: (Craig Hamilton). Had a lesson on fossils.   
MEMBERSHIP: (Amy Johnson and Frank Hopkins) No report. 
LIBRARY: (Lynn Hoffman) Raffle was held during meeting with tickets being sold to support the library.   
SOCIAL CONCERNS: (Mary Lou Roberts) No report 
EXIBITS: “Rock Box” project for Boy Scouts was a big success.  One box has been returned and the other passed to another troop. On 
April 12th there will be a field trip to Stone Plus at 8am, all Jr. Members are invited to come.  The Regency Branch Library exhibit has 
been set up and will run through the end of May.  The exhibit includes Rocks and Minerals, Fossils, Silver Smithing, Cabbing and 
Faceting.  Thanks to Jason and Craig Hamilton for this community outreach program.  
FAIR: (Craig Hamilton) Update from Jacksonville fair. Final plans have not been completed by the coordinating people.  The fair is 
holding a contest for JGMS members for pieces made at the club workshop.  
CLUB SHOW: (Tom Frame) Still waiting on some calls, there are a few conflicts from vendors.  Date was moved back a week this 
year to not compete with the Denver show. 
FIELD TRIPS: (Mickey Cecil) Presented information regarding upcoming Graves Mtn. (GA) trip and side trips to Jackson’s 
Crossroads (GA) and Diamond Hill Mine (SC).  Arkansas trip is off due to small number interested. A possible trip to Quartz Dig off 
with other mineral groups was discussed.   
SCHOLARSHIP: (Linn Dew) No report. 
STAMPS: (Jacki Jordan) Currently have less then 2 boxes of stamps.  More need to be collected.  Everyone is encouraged to bring in 
stamps especially those who have collected them but haven’t brought them in yet.  Explained scholarships from stamps program to the 
new attendees. 
EDUCATION (Jacki Jordan) New class was added for making clasps (non-fire).  Clarification from Jim Robinson on Intarsia class of 
the month being a continuation of the last one so student could finish their projects. Encouraged instructors to get dates and classes to 
Jacki at least one week prior to the monthly meeting in order to have it published on the web, also asked for instructors for May. 
REFRESHMENTS: (Karyn Bee) Karyn thanked everyone for a great picnic.  Karyn announced a thank you card was being done from 
those families that received telescopes and asked any that had to please sign it. Refreshments were provided by Karyn Bee, Peter Chu, 
Jean Wydra, Rosemarie Tysen, Jacki Jorden, Katie Raven, Susan Weiss, Eunice Waller, Sherri Miller, Patty Osentowski, Rob and Inge 
Thompson. 
WORKSHOP: (Doug Kryszak) Everything is currently working and presently working on getting oil for saws.   
COMMUNICATIONS:  (No report) 
PROGRAMS: (Cheryl Ashley) Mickey Cecil and Jason Hamilton gave a presentation on field trips, what to bring, what to expect on 
digs with an emphasis on safety and ethics. 
OLD BUSINESS: BIG THANKS to Robert Thompson and Robert Rose for cooking the meat at the picnic. A Gold and Silver Egg 
was hidden for Jr. members a picnic.  Congratulations Britney Hamilton who found both eggs. 
NEW BUSINESS:  April 5th is the Workshop open house. April 19th is Jr. day and 5 stations will be set up for the juniors to participate 
in.  Tailgating before the meetings will be in June, July and August ONLY.  Frank Hopkins will be offering an Advanced Silver class 
May 19-21st which will cover large chain making, utilizing scrap and making a box.  Mary Chambliss is holding a rock sale 4/5/08 and 
April 12th at noon.  Mary Lou has stepped down from position as Secretary.  A motion to vote next meeting to make Tina Jacobs 
Secretary for the remainder of the term, seconded and approved.  Two more telescopes were given to families with Jr. members. 
SHOW AND TELL:  Joann Adams, Melissa Siver, Katy Lanx, Tina Jacobs, Michele Mathes and Arden Sederholm all shared their 
wonders with us. 
Library Raffle was done and door Prizes were given out with a reminder that when you sign up to bring refreshments, to also bring a 
door prize for 1 adult and 1 child.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:01 pm and refreshments were served.  

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 
Tina Jacobs  
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CLASSES OFFERED BY JGMS 

Silver Smithing – Beginning to Advance training in the use of silver sheet, silver wire and 
solder blending cabochons and other metals and materials. Cabbing – Beginning to 
Advanced training in creating cabochons. Faceting – Beginning to Advance training in 
creating faceted stones. Beading – Beginning to Advanced training in the use of seed beads, 
bead stringing, and the creation of glass beads. Wire Wrap – Beginning to Advanced 
training in creating wire wrap jewelry utilizing cabochons. Intarsia – Beginning techniques 
in creating cabochon like jewelry using multiple materials to create a pattern. Stain Glass – 
Beginning training in the use of joining cut stained glass to make creations. Chain Making – 
Beginning to Advance training in joining silver rings to create silver jewelry. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             Welcome New Members 
                   On behalf of the Gem and Mineral Society and its officers, it is our pleasure  
        to welcome Cassie McCauley, Rebecca Hepburn, Karen Foreman, Kate Hord, 
and Mimi Huynl, and to offer thanks for their enthusiasm and interest in JGMS. We 

extend our warmest welcome to all new members. We are glad you decided 
to join us as we continue to do our part to enrich the community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ALL CLASSES AND TEACHERS CONTACT NUMBERS ARE ON THE 

BACK OF THE NEWSLETTER. 

 

FURTHER CONTACT INFO IS LOCATED ON THE SECOND PAGE OF 

THE NEWSLETTER FOR ALL COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS. 

Giving Thanks to the Teachers of JGMS 
 
 The Education Committee would like to thank ALL our wonderful teachers for the SUPER job and dedication that 
each one gives to JGMS.  Through the offerings of classes these wonderful folks VOLUNTEER their time, efforts and 
expertise, sharing with the rest of us, allowing us to learn new and established techniques and encourage our creativity.  
Without our WONDERFUL teachers there would be a serious gap not only in the club but in many of our lives as well. 
Bobbie Brown           Arden Sederholm     Amy Ellis 
Robert Bailey            Jim Robinson           Alice Gundlach 
Jason Hamilton          Kathi Plitt                Cindy Neff 
Cheryl Ashley            Ernie Mattison         Frank Hopkins 
Tom Frame                Theresa Frame 
And our newest teachers!!  Jeff Bee and Jeanne Applegate.... 
Welcome to the Team!! 
 So if YOU have a skill or project YOU would like to share with us we would love to invite you to join this 
OUTSTANDING group of Givers - The Teachers of JGMS. The clubhouse is available anytime for classes. Not just nights 
and Saturday mornings - even though those are the traditional times - you can pick the time to suit your needs. There have 
been some requests for daytime classes as well.  If you feel that you would like to share with us please let me know. We 
would love to have you join us!!!! 
            Respectfully 
            Jacki 
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JGMS April Field Trip News 

 
JGMS is planning a four day field trip from April 24-27, 2008.  Sites to be visited are Graves Mountain, 

Lincoln Co., Ga, Diamond Hill Mine, Abbeville Co., SC, and Jackson’s Crossroads, Wilkes Co., GA.  Graves 
Mountain will be open to the club all four days.  Diamond Hill will be accessible through the club only on 
Saturday the 26th and JXR will be accessible through the club only on Sunday the 27th.  I will be camping at 
Elijah Clark State Park with many other rockhounds attending the Graves Rock Swap.  Information for these 
trips can be found on the web site at  http://www.jaxgemandmineral.org/_docs/JGMS_apr_08.pdf  (page 1-
Graves Mountain, page 2- Diamond Hill, page 3- JXR, page 4-Places to Stay).  Pictures from past trips to these 
locations are also on the site at http://www.jaxgemandmineral.org/trip.htm .  As of now, 20 members have 
signed-up to attend these outings.  Anyone interested in attending or receiving  additional  information should 
contact Mickey Cecil by e-mail at helpcecilhelp@juno.com or phone at  904-725-6198.   
  

Web Site News 

http://www.jaxgemandmineral.org/ 
 
 

Mineral of the Month 

Goethite 
By David Tuttle, JGMS Member 

  

 An ore for iron that is not commonly known is Goethite.  It is hydrogen iron oxide, FeO (OH), with Fe being 

62.9%, O, 27%, and H2O is 10.1%. Manganese is often found in small amounts with Goethite. The crystal family is 

orthorhombic but is rarely found in crystals and generally found as massive forms in plates and is called “bog ore” because 

it’s found loose. It has a hardness of 5 to 51/2 and a specific gravity of 4.37 but may be as low as 3.3. Goethite has a dull 

luster and is yellow-brown to dark brown in color.  The streak is yellow-brown. It can be found with other minerals, such 

as: quartz, calcite, magnate, limonite, and psilomelane.  In fact, Goethite was confused with limonite until positive 

identification was discovered by using X-rays. 

 The name of the mineral is in honor of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, a German poet and amateur mineralogist. 

Goethite is generally a secondary mineral and occurs in a weathering condition and results from being a precipitate. For 

example, we have iron minerals that have ground or surface waters running though them. The iron is brought into solution 

by carbonic acids then moved by the water to areas of no water movement, as marshes and ponds. 

The water evaporates and the carbonate changes into an oxide and is reduced. It gathers as a scum on the surface of the 

water then forms impure concentrates of the mineral.  After the pools or streams disappear the mineral is recovered as 

“Bog-Iron Ore.” 

 Goethite is found in the U.S. commonly near Lake Superior, in iron-bearing limestone in the Appalachian 

Mountains. Fine crystals occur in quartz in Colorado. In Europe, it’s found as an ore in Westphalia, Bohemia, and 

Cornwall, England. 

 The information for this article was gathered from “Dana’s Manual of Mineralogy” and “The Audubon Society 

Field Guide to North American Rocks and Minerals.” 
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DMC Program of the SFMS Field Trip Committee  
An Official Field Trip of Northeast Georgia Mineral Society, Cornelia, GA (Host).(HOST) 

An Official Field Trip of the Jacksonville Gem and Mineral Society 
 

Saturday, April 19, 2008, 9:30 Am 
Chunky Gal Mtn., Corundum Knob  

Clay County, North Carolina 
NO FEE 

 
 
  
WHERE:  Corundum Knob (also known as Chunky Gal Knob), Clay County, NC. 
WHEN:     9:30 AM, April 19, 2008 
 
COLLECTING:  Ruby corundum (pink to red), Spinel (black to brown "galaxite" and magnesio-chromite), Sapphirine, Talc, 
Serpentine, Brucite (white to blueish chalky chunks), Tremolite, Actinolite, Smaragdite (chrome-emerald green amphibole), 
Pyroxine (chrome diopside/sparse green micro-crystals of weathered amphibolite matrix), Fuchsite and Dunite. 
  
BRING:  If you wish to screen sediments (this is "blind mining") for home washing/tumbler cleaning, you will need shovels, 
3-5 gallon buckets or 2-3 gallon plastic bags (like those from the market), 1/4 inch (6mm) screens, hand shovels, gloves, 
and goggles.  Most of the above minerals will be found this way.  If you wish to collect smaragdite with ruby, sledge 
hammers, chisels, 3-5 gallon buckets, gloves and goggles (eye protection) will be needed.  Please make sure your 
"tetanus" shots are up to date.  Please wear boots/hiking shoes.  This is tick country so check yourself especially if you 
dress lightly.  Sprays with "DEET" are recommended.  Watch out for snakes, because this is rattlesnake country.  DO NOT 
STEP OR PUT YOUR HANDS WHERE YOU CANNOT SEE! 
 
DIRECTIONS:  At the intersection of US-64 and US-441 (southwest of Franklin, Macon County, NC), interested 
parties/individuals will take US-64 west (toward Murphy, NC) to the Buck Creek Road turnoff (north). All field trip/DMC 
members will meet here, because the entrance to Chunky Gal is unmarked.  The Buck Creek Road turnoff is 17.5 miles 
west of Franklin, NC.  In accordance with SFMS/DMC rules, all participants must meet at the meeting site, and then we will 
proceed to Chunky Gal, which is one mile further west on the road.  This is a "free site" for collecting in the Nantahala 
National Forest, BUT DO NOT DIG ANY DEEPER THAN 18 INCHES, under Nantahala National Forest Rules (Chunky 
Gal has been designated as a "rockhound collecting site. 
  
ACCOMMODATIONS: Franklin, NC is the best bet for lodging and restaurants, especially on US-441, US-64, NC-28. 
 
DMC CONTACT:  Richard Walter at 770-532-8874  e-mail  rfw912@yahoo.com  or Kim Cochran at 770-979-8331  

 

"Field trips are open to all members of associated clubs of the DMC program of the SFMS Field Trip Committee and to all 
members of SFMS member clubs who have provided their membership with SFMS liability insurance.  Because of 
insurance requirements, members of the GENERAL PUBLIC are NOT invited on this or any DMC program field trips!" 
 
DMC Program / SFMS Field Trip committee's purpose: 
To collect field trip information from it's member societies; schedule and coordinate field trip dates; disseminate field trip 
information to all member clubs so that each member society may publish this information as one of their "official" 
scheduled field trips. 
__________________________________________________________ 
Please reply by e-mail to: 
 dmc@gamineral.org 
 
World Wide Web site for the DMC is:    
  http://www.gamineral.org/dmc.htm 
__________________________________________________________ 
DMC is a program of the Field Trip Committee of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. 
Copyright © All rights reserved. 
 
"Earth first...we'll collect on the other planets later."  
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JGMS Hosts 

Junior Day 08’. 
 
• Kids ages 5 and up, will be able to 
come to the work shop to make 
lapidary crafts and learn about 
gems, minerals and fossils. 
 
• Join us at the Work Shop on 
Saturday April 19th from 10:00am 
until 2:00pm. 
 
• Parents and grandparents are 
encouraged to come and share in 
this fun and unique experience. 
 
• Kids will get to make different 
crafts and even get to use some of 
the shop equipment! 
 
• Each kid will get to take home a 
starter rock collections specimen 
box. 
 
• There will be door prizes every 
hour. 
 
• Drinks and Snacks will be 
provided. 
 
For more information, contact Amy 

Ellis at (904) 710-3316 or 
email: notthenice1@bellsouth.net 

 

This is an opportunity for our junior rock club members to explore 

the Work Shop. Kids love this kind of stuff. The event is planned 

to strengthen their knowledge of the lapidary arts and develop a 

better understanding of what goes on at the work shop. This will be 

a unique day they will never forget. Instructors and other teaching 

members will be present to guide and ensure a safe and enjoyable 
experience will be had by all. 

JGMS is hosting a Junior Rock Field Trip in May. Keep 
posted for more information. 

 

JGMS is a nonprofit organization. 
http://www.jaxgemandmineral.orgJGMS 

 
 

Work Shop is located at 6653 Powers Ave, Suite 132 
Jacksonville, Florida 32217 
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The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc Friendly  

DMC Program of the SFMS Field Trip Committee  
An Official Field Trip of High Point Mineral Club (High Point, NC) (HOST) 

An Official Field Trip of the Jacksonville Gem and Mineral Society 

9:00 a.m. until 6 p.m., Saturday, May 17, 2008 
James Bowers Limonite Prospect Field 

Aquadale, NC 
FEE AREA 

 

WHERE:  James Bowers Limonite Prospect Field at Aquadale, NC 

WHEN:     9:00 AM, May 17, 2008 

COLLECTING:  Various size limonite pseudomorphs after pyrite cubes.  The larger cubes, possibly up to 2 
and 1/2 inches, are still in matrix. You can surface collect and find smaller cubes up to an inch or more. You 
can also dig down several feet and find the larger cubes and some bigger clusters. 

FEE: The fee ( $10.00 per adult / childern 12 or younger are free ) is to be paid to Arthur (Bud) Oates as you 
enter the mining site since this is a fee based mine.  You will also have to sign an entrance form which will 
free the High Point Mineral Club from any mining liability just as you normally do at most other mining sites. 

BRING:  Bring picks, shovels, and other tools that you would use to dig into the ground. It is not rocky until 
you hit the matrix rock.  Then you will need your picks.  Gloves are a must.  You will have to walk about a 0.5 
mile into the mining area from where you park following a clear cut gas line which is usually well maintained.  
Pine trees now grow on the once open field.  Bring water and food with you.  There are no places to purchase 
food and drink near by the mining site.  Their are no bathrooms but there are trees etc.  Also, suggest 
a change of clothes and shoes/boots since you will be working in red clay soil.  You must fill in your holes 
before leaving and pick up all your trash. 
DIRECTIONS:  From I-85 take hwy. 52 south to Albemarle, NC.  Continue south of Albemarle on highway 52 
approximately 10 miles to SR1918 (Cotton Mill Rd )and turn right. This road is just south of Porter, NC 
at the sign for North Stanley High School.  Keep left at fork shortly thereafter.  Continue straight on Cotton Mill 
Rd/SR1918 passing a junior high school on your left and you will shortly come to a traffic circle.  Turn left on 
this circle and you will see the Michelin Tire Plant on your left and the North Stanley High School on your 
right. Turn left into the tire plant and park far left of the chain link fence in a right of way found there. There 
will be some one present to guide you into the mining site.  I recommend that you familiarize yourself with the 
area by using mapquest maps or the like.  If you get lost you may contact me at 336-314-1248. I will have my 
cell phone on that morning. 
NOTE: Park on a right of way to the left of the Michelin Tire Plant.  Do not park where there are no parking 
signs. Your vehicle may be towed away at your expense. You may, of course, park alone the state highway.  
There is really no good entrance to this mining area.   
  
DMC CONTACT: Arthur (Bud) Oates at 336-431-5062 (home), 336-314-1248(cell)  e-mail  
arthur_oates@yahoo.com   

 

"Field trips are open to all members of associated clubs of the DMC program of the SFMS Field Trip Committee and to 
all members of SFMS member clubs who have provided their membership with SFMS liability insurance.  Because of 
insurance requirements, members of the GENERAL PUBLIC are NOT invited on this or any DMC program field trips!" 
DMC Program / SFMS Field Trip committee's purpose: 
To collect field trip information from it's member societies; schedule and coordinate field trip dates; disseminate field 
trip information to all member clubs so that each member society may publish this information as one of their "official" 
scheduled field trips. 
Please reply by e-mail to: 
 dmc@gamineral.org 
World Wide Web site for the DMC is:    
  http://www.gamineral.org/dmc.htm 
DMC is a program of the Field Trip Committee of the Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, Inc. 
Copyright © All rights reserved. 
"Earth first...we'll collect on the other planets later."  
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