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EDITORS PEBBLES

.

We had a great meeting this month! I'm really feglhe Hey, this is getting easier. More and
LOVE and COMMITMENT from EVERYONE! I'm very more people are volunteering interesting
proud of everybody and how well things are goingeifgbody articles. See the new member information on
and | mean everybody is really digging in and tgkimvnership  page 3 submitted by Karen and Jeff Bee.
of their area of the club making us all a compéetd Thanks guys. Also see the great article by
functioning society. Because of this, there wilt be a board Sarah Hamilton on page 5 regarding her
meeting this month. No we're not taking a breakyrghing is experiences at Junior Day. Thank you very
just caught up! much Sarah!

| want to thank all of the regular
A few acknowledgements this month. Please welcdree t contributors to this news letter. | can count
following new Committee Chairmen: on Cindy Cassini and Jason to always get me
. Field Trip Jeff Bee their material on time. Many thanks also to .
. Library Jerry Oppal Wayne Oesterreich. He is a new member

this year, and has volunteered to provide the
There are quite a few things going on this monttake note of.  mineral of the month. He is already a month
1) Junior Field Trip on April 11th to Cumberlandaisd; 2) or so ahead of time.
Deland Debbie's last Rock Sale on April 11th. Contae for A special thanks to Mickey Cecil. He
directions; 3)JGMS Annual Spring Picnic on Apriti&) Fort has been working with field trips for a long
Drum Dig on April 18th and 19th; and 5) Girard, BerCounty time. His timely input to this newsletter has

GA. Savannah River Agate Dig April 18th been very much appreciated. We will miss
his input. (a guy does get tired after a while!)

| Hope you enjoyed this months meeting program ahlihg. Now that everything is going

Presented by Jeff Bee and co-presented by youys kifeel it smoothly, I would like to add some

was informative but not boring. We were having falking additional interest. If you have any

about one of our passions. JGMS will be presentioge suggestions for how we can improve this

programs in the coming months feathering classkeseaf at the  newsletter, please drop me a note.

JGMS work shop presented by your JGMS instructors. Chuck

Suggestions and comments are welcome. If you &eeested in
presenting a program, please let our Programs Chrearyl

Ashley know and she'll be able to schedule you in INDEX

: . . Minutes, April 2nd meeting
I'm looking for collection sites from around theuodry. I'm What's happening
taking a 23 day western tour in May and I'd lik&ktow about Junior Day pictures
somewhere you've collected at before and might hipseabout Junior Day experience
collecting at these sites. See me at the Spring®itll have all JGMS Pichic
my maps and my laptop to take notes on. When baek, I'll Mineral of the month

share with the membership everywhere | collected. Graves Mnt.. rock swap and di

Graves Mnt. field trip.

Respectfully, Jason Hamilton Class calendar
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MINUTES FOR THE APRIL 09 MONTHLY MEETING.

Monthly meeting of the Jacksonville Gem and Min&atiety was held at the Riverside
Christian Church, 2811 Riverside Ave., JacksonyHerida on April 2, 2009. President
Jason Hamilton opened the meeting at 7:30 p.m.
PLEDGE OF ALLIGENCE : Pledge of Allegiance was lead by Matthew.
WELCOME GUESTS: Guests were welcomed.
YOUTH GROUP: Youth group was dismissed.
MINUTES: Minutes were accepted as presented in the nearstetconded and
approved.
TREASURER REPORT (Harriet Rose): $721.from silent auction.
MEMBERSHIP (Karyn and Jeff Bee): New Members Handbook.
SOCIAL CONCERS (Amy Johnson and Mary Lou Roberts): Condolencekvesll
wishes to members.
FAIR & EXHIBITS (Craig Hamilton): The September show will be upsnsooner than
you think. Get your case ready now for the show.
CLUB SHOW (Tom Frame) No report.
PUBLICATIONS (Chuck Sederholm): Need articles for the newslette
FIELD TRIPS (Mickey Cecil): Jeff Bee will be the field trippordinator.
Congratulations Jeff.
REFRESHMENTS (Francis Siver): Sign up for refreshments andddoor prizes.
EDUCATION (Jacki Jordan): Class sign up will be at the enith® meeting.
WORKSHOP (Doug Kryszak): Thank You everyone for all thechaork. The
workshop looks great.
SCHOLARSHIPS (Linn Dew): No report.
LIBRARY (Lynn Hoffman): Volunteer needed.
CANCELLED STAMPS (Tina Jacobs): Volunteers needed.
COMMUNICATIONS (Jim Robinson):
OLD BUSINESS: Club Picnic will be held on April 18, bring caesl dish and the recipe
for the dish for the cookbook. Proceeds for JuBicnolarship.
NEW BUSINESS Photos needed for Board Meetings and JuniorfDagext year
calendar.
PROGRAM: Jeff Bee had a cabbing program. Very informativhank You Jeff.
SHOW AND TELL : Arden Sederholm, Jeff Bee, Peter Chu and Jasomltdn all
shared their wonders with us.
DOOR PRIZES: were given out to juniors and adults.
MEETING ADJOURNED : The meeting was adjourned and all members werethto
enjoy refreshments. Clean up and put chairs away.
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED
Cindy Cascini
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Social concerns

Last month | reported, in error, that Linda Weinstein had been diagnosed with acute leukemia. In fact, it was her
mother who has since died. My sincere apologies for the error. Our condolences to Linda and her family for the loss
of her mother.

What's New with Membership

Have you noticed new faces in the crowd at our imggetrecently? Seen more junior members than you
remember? That could be because we have signegimeav members since January 1. If you happee toyb
someone you don't know, please take the timeydielio and introduce yourself. We have some taldmew
members, and they are eager to learn more! Newbmenthis year are:

Anne Acker (February) Gretchen Alter (April)

Dawayne & Robbin Batten,(March) Josh & Cheyana#dh (March)

Georgene Boehmer (March) Bannielle & Shirleytina (April)

Jerry & Gail Cole (February) Carolann Essex é&rtity Stone (February)
Antonia (Toni) Fabriani (January) Lois Fitzpekri& Richard Prutz (February)
Bobbie Franklin (April) Carla Johnson (Febryary

Nancy Kasza (from N Carolina!) (Feb.) Wayne & dinOesterreich (January)

Karen Olson (March) Carol Pawelezak (January)

Leila Quinlan (April) Alice Shinkos, daughterawy Beth (April)

Earl & Elizabeth Williams (April) Nancy TerrelFebruary)

Tiffany & Neil Villacorta, (April) Buer, Sydney &avryn & Avery Villacorta, (April)

Rick Wilson & Stephanie Fuller (March)

WELCOME! New member handbooks were handed outeatast meeting for the members above. If yowehdav
received yours, please contact me at (904) 282-92y6u are a current member and would like a cemailed to
you, please send your inquiry for a handbookébee7 @aol.comWe hope to have a successful year by
bringing in new members to JGMS, and want to theath of the members and families above for helping
achieve our goals!

Best Wishes, Jeff & Karyn Bee

April Birthdays

Judy Frey 4/2 Amde Zewdalem 4/2
Suzanne Oaks 4/6 Anne Acker 4/9
Esther Cheung 4/9 Eunice Waller 4/10
Roger Copeland 4/12 Elizabeth Shinkos 4/21
Mary Gaudios 4/28
May Birthdays

Bill Taylor 5/1 Kathy Wright 5/3
Donna Garland 5/6 Dawayne Batten 5/8
Heinz Garland 5/8 Bobbie Brown 5/9
Marian Fogg 5/10 Robbin Batten 5/11
Josh Batten 5/12 Doris Collins 5/14
Tobin Halas 5/16 Gretchen Alter 5/18
Scott Jackson 5/19 Austin Pisula 5/19
Cindy Cascini 5/22 Lynne Bratcher 5/24
Lynne Bullard 5/24 Pam Hamilton 5/24

Amy Johnson 5/30 Melissa Siver 5/31



JAX GEMS - JGMS Newsletter

VOL. 49 No. 4 April 2009 Page 4 .

JuniOfDauEO(a

JGMS hosted Junior Day 2009 on March 28, 2009.rQ@%guniors
participated and learned how to stamp brass, ¢hailte, wire wrap, dig for
fossils, make a cab or use a microscope. There sy hot dogs for lunch,
and each junior won a door prize and took homeeatdrook about rocks and
minerals. Thanks to Francis Siver for organizirgyeat day! Additional
thanks to the teachers and helpers for the dasonJdamilton, Craig

Hamilton, Amy Ellis, Cindy Cascini, Karyn Bee anefflBee. The day was a
great success and all the juniors had fun! (Anthieyway, did | hear someone
snuck in a snowcone machine???).
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JUNIOR DAY 09
By Sarah Hamilton

Junior day at the JGMS workshop was enjoyable asluk began and
the juniors started off searching for various flssand stones in piles of dirt. In
the after math of getting our hands dirty we weuriekjy separated into four
groups. Divided by age, the groups consisted of &3e 8, 9 — 12, and 13 and
up. All of us juniors were definitely ready to jonur teachers. Stations
included Rock ID, Metal Stamping, Wire wrappingdansf course Chain Mail.

Rock ID was taught by Craig Hamilton, and Frandiet Mr. Hamilton
talked about the three types of rock formationse@us, metamorphic, and
sedimentary, and Mrs. Siver accompanied his praentwith wonderful
demonstrations. Her erupting volcano and layeswdoshed bread certainly
added a thoughtful visual aid to the information.

Chain mail was instructed by Amy Ellis, and Cindgdihi assisted the
kids in making sure all juniors left with a finighe@roduct. Faced with the issue
of time, Mrs. Ellis did a simple chain mail patte¢hat was fairly easy to
follow. The use of her thoughtful handmade clagpsl, copper jump rings
provided a beautiful bracelet.

Wire wrapping was taught by Karyn Bee. Mrs.Bee stabws how to
wire wrap a sharks tooth, it was wrapped in sibed hung on rope in the
colors, black, gold, white, and tan created a seywét gorgeous necklace.

The Metal Stamping instructor Jason Hamilton shousd clever way to
put our names on the bracelets we made in Mrs’Elass. Using pieces of
copper, a few hammers, and lead punches, we poundathmes into the thin
sheets of copper.

Cabbing for the older juniors was instructed by Befe. Mr. Bee showed
them how to shape a beautiful cabachon. He showesd the proper use of the
cabbing machines. The machine shaped and madahlaelon smooth.

In the midst of all the activities there were lofsvonderful foods from
bagels, doughnuts, grilled hot dogs, chips, an@shkhls.Karyn also made
snow cones. Overall junior day was an educatiandlfun day. All the juniors
enjoyed every moment of it and wish to come back year. Thanks to all the
people that made junior day happen.
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MINERAL OF THE MONTH ALEXANDRITE
By Wayne Oesterreich
Description: alexandrite is the color change variety of thearahspecies chrysoberyl (Kris-oh-bare-ul); ortrooriic
crystal system; chemical composition BeAl204

Appearance: transparent
Daylight: yellowish, brownish, grayish, or bluigheen; incandescent light: orangy or brownishteed
purple-red
Phenomena: color change, May also show chatoyancy

Size: melee sizes to 5ct; faceted stones as large els&6@ known

Identification:
Optic character: DR, biaxial positive
Refractive Index: 1.746-1.755 (+. 004, -.006)
Birefringence: .015
Cause of color:chromium
Specific gravity: 3.73 (+- .012)

Polish Luster: vitreous to subadamantine
Hardness: 81/2
Toughness: excellent
Market:
Avalilability : Scarce
Public Recognition: familiar as a birthstone

Major Sources: Brazil, Sri Lanka. USSR

Source: Gem Reference Guide for the GIA
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The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Socigtres
The Friendly Federation - Founded in 1976 to serve

Graves Mountain "Rock Swap and Dig"

8 am to 6 pm, Friday, April 24, 2009
8 am to 6 pm, Saturday, April 25, 2009
8 am to 6 pm, Sunday, April 26, 2009

"You are invited to field collect minerals at Geiarg premiere mineral location!"

The caretaker in charge of Graves Mountain, Claétarman Jr., has announced plans to hold two three
day digs and rock swaps on the Mountain during 206 will have the mountain open to collecting

from 8 am to 6 pm each day. All participants naiep at the welcome table in the Hospitality tent t

sign a liability release and make a small contrdyuto defray the cost of opening the mountain and
providing port-o-lets. There will be several go#rt type, four wheeled vehicles available to

transport those participants who have trouble waglkong distances. The dig will cease and everysne
expected to be off the mountain by around 6 pm éagh Participants will be allowed to park in a
designated area on the mountain.

Rock Swap and Hot Food/Drinks:

Junior will set aside an area in the upper parkondpr tables to be setup for daily rock swapsiydne
who would like to setup a table(s), please contanior at the phone numbers listed below. Hot food
cooked on the grill, cold drinks and chips will éeailable for purchase on the mountain duringhatée

days of these events. Don't forget to bring sertea money to buy the special "Graves MountainkRoc
Swap and Dig" T-shirt!

Mark your calendar and tell all your friends abthis great event!
THIS DIG IS OPEN TO ALL. NO NEED TO SIGN-URPJS$T SHOW UP!
Contact Information: Clarence Norman Jr. (Juniofp6.359.3862 (business) or 706.359.2381 (home)

Lots of information may be obtained dittp://www.gamineral.org/commercial-gravesmountatim

Graves Mountain code of conduct!
Park your vehicle in the designated area (at tideogéthe paved access road but not much beyonddbes to the right of
this road).
CHILDREN WILL BE ALLOWED during the "Rock Swap arigig”, IF EACH CHILD IS UNDER CONTINUOUS
ADULT SUPERVISION!
ALL pets must be kept under control and on a leash.
The field trip leader(s) have final and absolutg @ato where you may safely work.
Ladders or power tools of any kind will not be aled. (HAND TOOLS ONLY!)
Stay away from all high walls!!
No repelling off of anything!
NO ONE IS ALLOWED TO DRIVE THEIR VEHICLE ON ANY PAR OF GRAVES MOUNTAIN BEYOND THE
PARKING AREA! (The caretaker must accompany anydrieing beyond the parking area!)
EVERYONE NEEDS TO BE OFF THE MOUNTAIN BY DUSK. (_Nane is allowed on Graves Mountain after dark.)
Please protect our ability to field collect at GeawWountain!
Report Violations to: Clarence Norman Jr., 706.3882 (business) or 706.359.2381 (home)
All reported violations will be held in strict cddénce.
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The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies , Inc
The Friendly Federation - Founded in 1976 to serve

DMC Program of the SFMS Field Trip Committee
An Official Field Trip of The Aiken Gem, Mineral an  d Fossil Society (HOST)

9:00 AM, Saturday May 16, 2009
Graves Mountain
Lincolnton, Lincoln county, GA
Children: Allowed only under close adult superorsi

Fee: There is no fee to visit the mountain but @ation for the caretaker is recommended.

Collecting: Rutile, lazulite, prophyllite, irideste hematite, pyrite, ilmenite, muscovite, fuchsitel
various micro-minerals.

Directions: Take I-20 east to the exit for WashamgtGa. SR78 (SR10, SR17) and turn left. TravekiNor
to Washington. Turn right onto SR378 and drive @alddumiles to the Graves Mountain area. The
entrance to Graves Mountain is about ¥2 mile eateot.incoln County Line and on the south sidehef t
road. Liability release forms will be signed anddbbons made at the entrance to Graves Mountain.
Parking will only be allowed at the parking aredhest end of the paved entrance road.

Safety: The quarry contains high and unstable veaitsloose rock can become dislodged creating a
hazard. Stay away from all highwalls. Wear sturalytivear to prevent injuries. Safety glasses when
using hammers.

Tools: Rock hammer, chisels, sledge, pry bar, gemntainers and a hand truck to take items to and
from the collecting areas.

Other Essentials: Pets must be kept under contbba a leash. Bring plenty of water and food since
none is available at the mountain. Everyone neetie off the mountain by 8:00 pm.

Contact:

Jim Stoops

Phone 706-860-4608

Email jirout_2@hotmail.com

"Field trips are open to all members of associatalds of the DMC program of the SFMS Field Trip
Committee and to all members of SFMS member clutxs ave provided their membership with SFMS
liability insurance. Because of insurance requaets, members of the GENERAL PUBLIC are NOT
invited on this or any DMC program field trips!"

Please reply by e-mail to: dmc@gamineral.org
World Wide Web site for the DMC is: http://www.gameral.org/dmc.htm

DMC is a program of the Field Trip Committee of theutheast Federation of Mineralogical Societies, |
Copyright © All rights reserved.

"Earth first...we'll collect on the other planedselr.”
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Jax Gem & Mineral Society Class Schedule
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4
Inlay Silver | Club Meeting
Pendant
Hamilton
6:00-9:00
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Begin Silver | Begin Silver | Begin Silver Beading Lampwork
Hamilton Hamilton Hamilton Ashley Sederholm
6:00-9:00 6:00-9:00 6:00-9:00 6:30-9:30 9:30-2:30
Opn Cabbing | Opn Cabbing
Bee Bee
6:00-9:00 6:00-9:00
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Intarsia Intarsia Intarsia Bead Studio Picnic
Robinson Robinson Robinson Ferman Mandarin Pk
6:30-9:30 6:30-9:30 6:30-9:30 6:30-9:30 10:00-3:00
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
Intarsia Intarsia Intarsia Lampwork Chain Mail Begin
Robinson Robinson Robinson Sederholm Ellis Free form
6:30-9:30 6:30-9:30 6:30-9:30 1:00-5:00 6:00-900 Bee
9:00-12:00
26 27 28 29 30 1 2
Cabbing Faceting Faceting Faceting Faceting
Jordan Frame Frame Frame Frame
2:00-6:00 6:30-9:30 6:30-9:30 6:30-9:30 10:00-3:00
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Silver Silver Silver Club Meeting
Hamilton Hamilton Hamilton 7:00
6:00-9:00 6:00-9:00 6:00-9:00
TEACHERS' PHONE NUMBERS
ASHLEY 731-8180 BEE 282-9275
ELLIS 710-3316 FRAME 737-9867
JORDAN 352-473-8591 HAMILTON 294-4744
ROBINSON 221-5038 SEDERHOLM 992-7162



